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Barber questions the scale of the governor’s plans for coal-to-liquid and coal-fired power
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Movies and the viability of carbon sequestration at these proposed facilities.
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Deaths warming, is removed during the coal-gasification process and stored underground.
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Evan Barrett, chief business development officer for the governor, said Montana shouldn't
shy away from technology just because it's new. Montana has an opportunity to be a leader
in the field of coal-gasification, he said.

“We want some of the plants in Montana to be among the first plants in the nation,” Barrett
said of the proposed coal-gasification plants. “If nobody ever does it, it will never be
proven.”
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& Barrett anticipates many Democrats in the Legislature will be on board with the governor’s
plans because of the hundreds of jobs the coal development has the potential to create,
particularly in those areas of eastern Montana not feeling the economic surge the rest of the
state currently enjoys.

Barrett emphasized money for coal development will come from private investors, not
taxpayers. The governor plans to introduce legislation that would create tax incentives for
the construction of pipelines to carry biodiesel, coal-liquid and carbon for sequestration.

That legislation would include similar incentives for construction of transmission lines for
“clean and green” power.

The governor’s office is also considering ways to expedite the permitting process for coal
development without weakening current standards. One suggestion under discussion,

so more permits could be reviewed in less time.
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Stapleton anticipates a fight over coal development between the MEIC and the tag-team of
Republicans and Schweitzer.

“If it doesn’t turn out to be a fight, it will be the demise of the environmental community in
Montana,” Stapleton said. “"And | think they’re afraid of that.”

Senate President Mike Cooney, D-Helena, said Democrats in the Legislature plan to promote
renewable energy and make it more affordable.

“The governor has made it very clear that he has an aggressive agenda dealing with coal,”
Cooney said. “I'm not going to sit here and try to second guess what will happen in these
debates and what the outcomes will be.”
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